
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF TIm OITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
May 23, 1939 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
Regular Meeting iIi. tlIe Council Chamber, City Hall, Torranoe, 
California, on Tuesday evening, May 23, 1939 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson called t~e meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the rol1; .. those answering present 
being Councilmen: Hitohcock, McGuire, Kurray, and Tolson. 

Absent: Councilmen: Powell. 

Mayor Tolson advised that illness in the fb.mily of 
Councilman PC1N ell prevented his a 1, tendance at the meeting. . . 

Counci lman McGuire moved that the minutes of a Hegular 
Meeting held May 9, 1939 be approved as wri tten. Councilman 
Hi tchcock secolHied the motion, which was carried una nimolls ly. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICAr.IONS 

A communication was read from the Farmers Automobile 
Insurance Exchar.ge referring to the claim of one of their 
clients, charging negligence of the street Maintenance Depart
ment • 

. Councilman Hitchcock moved the natter be referred to the 
City Attorney for investigation. Councilman Murray seconded 
the moti on, which was carried unan imously. 

A communica hon w8sl;'ead regarding the matter of dogs 
being allowed to run loosr the 9b j ection bei ng the t lawns . 
and shrubs are damaged by the animals. The vicinity of Andreo 
Avenue was mentioned sp ecifically, the communi cati on bei ng 
signed "Tax Payer". 

A communication was read from the Homeseekers Investment 
and Building Com~ny, requesting a change of llbme of' the alley
way now kncmn as Spurlin Court, and also requesting the t the 
houses be deSignated vy numbers instead, of the present arrange
ment.of alphabetical lettering. A few suggestions for a new and 
official name were offered in the communication. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request be referred to 
the City Attorney, Street Department and City Engineer for recom
mendation. Councilman McGuir e seconded tffi mati on, whic h was 
carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Clifford F. Reid, Inc., calling 
attention to and objecting to a sign assertedly pl&ced on property 
which has been dedicated as a street. 

After a little discussion, the matter was referred to the 
Street Department. 

A communication was read from William R.Vickroy, 1027 
South Grand Avenue. San Pedro, applying for fireworks license 
at 101 Highway on the north side of the street Vlest of Lomita. 
Councilman MoGuire moved the request be granted. Councilman 
Hit chcock seconded th e mati on, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication Was read from O.D. Butterfield, Eleotrical 
Inspeotor, recommending pla.cing a sodium vapor light at the 
intersection of Redondo-Riversi de Boulevard and Redondo Avenue. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the light be iilsta11ed in 
accordance with Mr. Butterfield's recommendation. Councilman 
McGuire seconded the motion, which was carried by the follo.ving 
roll OElll vote: AYES: COmWILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray 
and Tolson. ·NOES: COUHCILMBH: None •. ABSENT: COUlJCILMEN: 
Powell. 



A communication was read from the Southwest District High
ways ASBe cia ti on, requesting payment of 19~ dues in the arnount 
of $ 25.00. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request be granted. 
CouncilmanMcGuire seconded the motion, ...mich was c arried by 
the following roll call vote: AY'r;S: COmiCILMEN: Hitchcock, 
McGuire, Murray and Tolson. nOES: COUNCILMi:li: None. ABSENT: 
COU.N CILM~N: Powell. 

A communica tion was read from the County of Los Angeles 
Regional Planning Commission, exteniing invitatiDfl to all those 
interested in the Planning Conference on Conservation meeting 
to be held at the Pasadena Civic Auditorium June 9th and 10th. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and resd ti tle to: 

ORDIH.tlII CE NO. ~ll 

AN ORDINANCE m' THE; CU."{ OOUliCIL O}j' '.r~ CITY 
Oil' l'O.a.."UillCE F.J:;Pb.ALIlW ORDlliANCE 110. 310, AND 

. DECLARInG lliE CLOSI 11G Ui', V;'CATIUG. AND 
ABAND01HIW IN ViHOLE OF THAT PORTIOU O:B' THE 
16-FOOT ALLEY IN BLOCK 2 OF SUBDI VI SI ON OF 
LOT 33 OF MEADDW PARK TRACT. 

Caunci Iman Hi tchcock moved that further readi ng of Ord
inance No. 311 be dispensed with. Councilman Murray seoonded 
the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Hi tchcock moved the. t Ordinance No. 31.1 be adopted 
for fir st reading. Councilman McGuir e seconded the motion, Which 
was carried by too following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Hi tchcock, McGuire, Murray and Tolson. NOES: COUUC IL1fr;N: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILIJcli: Powell. 

Engineer Young repor ted tre t the 190th Street and Crenshaw 
Boulevard job had been oompleted. 

Eng1neer Young presented two or d inanoes for reference to 
the prClper committees, one ordinance being a new building ord
inance patterned, after the uniform building code us ed extensively 
in Cal ifornia, the ~~(J~nd or dinane e bei ng a fire zone o.rdill8.llce. 

Both ordinances were referred to the Ordinance Committee for 
recommendation at the next meeting~ 

Attorney McCall ruled that a contract between the City of 
Los Angeles and the City of Torrame whereby the City of Torrance 
would furnish fire proteotion to the Shoestring Strip could not 
be legally entered into unless it can be definitely established 
that the City of Torrance will benefit by such a contract. 

Attorney McCall advi sed the City not to enter into a law 
suit together with the City of MS¥wood in efforts to recover 
franohise taxes from certain corporati on, advising that he can 
handle suits of this nature without additional expense to the 
City of Torrance. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the City Clerk be authorized 
to advertise for bids for 800 to.ns s ele cted Iffi terial for pavement 
base, 150 tons #4 crushed rock, 80 tons #5 orushed rock wld 175 
barrels 95-plus road oil for improvement of Redondo Avenue. 
Councilman McGuire seconded the motion, Which was carried by the 
following roll call ~ote: AYES: COUlWILMl;;N: Hitchcock, McGuire 
Murray and Tolson. NOES: OOUNGI111Eli: None. ABSEl:TT: COlmCIL
MEN: Powell. 

Councilman McGUire moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $54.00 be made for a cesspool at the pistol rrulge. Council
man Hitchcock seconded the motion, which wa s car r ied by t h e follo w
ing roll call vote: AYES:- COUnCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray 
and Toloo,n. NOES: COUHCI1M"ElJ : None. ABSE!JT: COUnCILMeN: Powell. 



Councilman McGuire mov ed that an appropriati on of not to 
exceed $135.15 be rmde for toilet facili ties at the pistol range. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded t:oo motion, .. hich was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AY:C;S: COUnCILMLlJ: Hitchcock, McGuire, 
Murray and Tolson. NOLS: COUIJCILMEU: None. ABSENT: COUIJCILLfr.:N: 
Powell. 

Councilman McGuire mov ed that the City Clerk be author ized 
to pur chase a oook of coupons for the eleventh annual session 
of the Insti tute of GovernlOOnt of the Universi ty of Southern 
California, at a cost of not to exceed $25.00. Councilman Murray 
seconded the motion, \\hich was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUnCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray and Tolson. 
ABSElJT: COUNCILMEN: PONel!. NOES; COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett reported tax collections for May, 1939 amount
ing to $50,259.98, of which amount $38,691.20 accrues to the 
general fund. 

Ms¥or Tolson moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$138.53 be made for 8Q No.3 meter boxes, 10 No. 4 meter boxes 
and 4 No. 5-1/2 meter boxes for the Water Department. Counci 1-
man Hit chco ok seconded the mot ion, which was carried by the f ollow
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMR~: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray 
and To18 on. NOES: Com'CILl!EIJ: None. ABSEIIT: COUNCI U1rl1 : 
Powell. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Director of Public Safety Stroh extended an invitation on 
behalf of t:oo Torrance Revolver Club to the City Council to. 
attend the opene ing of the new pistol range Sunday, May 28, 1939 
at 9:00 A.M. 

Mr. Willett reaues ted that the letter from Clii' ford "'. Reid, 
Inc., be re-read, as he arrived at the meeting late and did not 
hear the first reading. The communication was re-read. 

Mr. Willett went into some detail, explaining that the siL"l1 
had been therefor a number of years, with no objection from anyone, 
and he red only repainted it and changed the v.ording somewhat. He 
said his company had annexed certain property recently, th ereby 
acquiring right to the sign. Also, he pointed out, the sign is 
off the rmin-traveled roadway. 

Mr. Leatherrmn stated a committee representing the boy scout 
movement for a camp in Pal os Verdes Hills he d been appointed to 
attend the meeting, but since they failed to appear, no further 
inform ti on is available at this time. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved all bills properly audited be 
ptiid. Councilman McGuire seconded the motion, \\hich was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILHEN: Hithccock, 
McGUire, Murray and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILME.>f: None. ABSEnT: 
counCILMEN: PONell. 

At 8:25 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Hitchcock, seconded 
by Counci lmen McGuir e, th e !)leeti ng ad j ourne d. 

d. 7+./.? ~::;==.:~_~ 
City Clerk of too City of Tornmce 

Torrance 

• 


